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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 

i 



Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 



directed to the references listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise indicated herein, 
one copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be 
^ expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the references be made 
of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 



i 



1 . This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months after 
the U.S. filing date AND after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits, 
but before the mailing date of a Final Rejection, Notice of Allowance or other action that 
closes prosecution (e.g., Quayle Action). 

[X] a. Attached is our Check no. 159088 in the amount of $ 1 80.00 in payment 

of the fee under 37 CFR §1.17(p). Please credit or debit Deposit Account No. 15- 
0461 as needed to ensure consideration of the disclosed information. Two 
duplicate copies of this paper are attached. 

2. In accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .98(a)(2)(i), copies of any U.S. patents and patent 
application publications are not attached. 

3. A concise explanation of the relevance of the non-English language references 
appears in the Appendix titled "List of Related Art for IDS", attached hereto. 

4. English-language Abstracts of the non-English language references are attached 
hereto. 
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E><3 5. Computer-generated English translations of the Japanese Patent Publications for 
references 2-11 have been obtained from the website of the Japanese Patent Office 
([http://www.jpo.go.jp]), and are attached, but have not been reviewed for accuracy. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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Date: September 30, 2004 
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Dept. of Commerce 
PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
(Use several sheets if necessary) 



ATTY DOCKET NO. 


APPLICATION NO. 


108198 


09/822,349 


APPLICANT(S) 




Yasuhisa FUJIWARA 




FILING DATE 


GROUP 


April 2, 2001 


3629 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



NAME 



CLASS 



SUB 
CLASS 



6,009,403 



12-28-1999 



Sato 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 







DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 




2 


JP-A 05-323872 w/ Abstract and translation 


12-07-1993 


Japan 








3 


JP-A 06-043807 w/ Abstract and translation 


02-18-1994 


Japan 








4 


JP-A 06-307878 w/ Abstract and translation 


11-04-1994 


Japan 








5 


JP-A 06-33 1 379 w/ Abstract and translation 


12-02-1994 


Japan 








6 


JP-A 07-055483 w/ Abstract and translation 


03-03-1995 


Japan 








7 


JP-A 07-105492 w/ Abstract and translation 


04-21-1995 


Japan 








8 


JP-A 07-191601 w/ Abstract and translation 


07-28-1995 


Japan 








9 


JP-A 09-033272 w/ Abstract and translation 


02-07-1997 


Japan 








10 


JP-A 09-264750 w/ Abstract and translation 


10-07-1997 


Japan 








11 


JP-A 1 1-143358 w/ Abstract and translation 


05-28-1999 


Japan 



































OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



Date: September 30, 2004 



List of Related Art for IDS 



Our Ref. No. 



TFN000196-US 



Client No. 



TSN2000-344-US-00 



Japanese Patent 
Publication 



File Date 



Publication 
Date 



Comments 



JP7-191601 



1993/12/27 



19975/7/28 



Japanese examiner explains this publication 
described below. 

According to the invention disclosed in this 
publication, guidance on a route to a 
destination can be provided, and a facility 
along the route can be searched for. 
Therefore, it can be considered that the 
invention disclosed in this publication 
corresponds to a "travel plan preparing 
device" according to the present invention. 

When the present invention is 
compared with the invention disclosed in 
this publication, the following difference 
can be seen. According to the present 
invention, one of an area and a service type 
is initially searched for, and the other is then 
searched for. In contrast to this, according 
to the invention disclosed in this 
publication , a route is initially decided by 
inputting a present location and a final 
destination, and a facility is then searched 
for. 



JP6-43807 



1992/5/13 



1994/2/18 



Japanese examiner explains this publication 
described below. 

Also, according to this publication, a target 
area for search is initially set, and a facility 
in the area is then searched for. It can be 
considered that the "target area for search" 
in this publication is one type of the "area" 
in the present invention. 



JP5-323872 


1992/5/21 


1993/7/12 


Japanese examiner explains this publication 
described below. 

This publication discloses that an area along 
a route is divided into multiple small areas 
(maps) in advance. 


JP7- 105492 


1993/10/8 


1995/4/21 


Japanese examiner locates this 
publication. 


JP6-307878 


1993/4/23 


1994/11/4 


Japanese examiner locates this 
publication. 


JP6-331379 


1993/5/26 


1994/12/02 


Japanese examiner locates this 
publication. 


JP7-55483 


1993/8/10 


1995/3/3 


Japanese examiner locates this 
publication. 


JP9-33272 


1995/7/18 


1997/2/7 


Japanese examiner locates this 
publication. 


JP11-143358 


1997/11/05 


1999/5/28 


Japanese examiner explains this publication 
described below. 

This cited reference discloses the invention 
having the same structure as the invention 
as defined in claim 1 of the present 
application (refer to paragraph [0063] of the 
cited reference). 

This cited reference discloses that a travel 
plan is prepared based on sightseeing 
information (refer to paragraph [0129] of 
this cited reference). 


JP9-264750 


1996/3/27 


1997/10/7 


Japanese examiner explains this publication 
described below. 

This cited reference discloses that 
information about an area along a route is 
provided (refer to claim 6 of this cited 
reference). 

This cited reference discloses that 
information about an area near a present 
location is provided (refer to paragraph 
[0074] of this cited reference). 



